Introduction
The fi rst "Guidelines f or quality maintenance in 
Indications
The indication for echocardiography has to comply with the appropriateness criteria published in the lit- Record the RV in modified 4C view
Measurements
All measurements should be carried out according to ESC/ASE recommendations. Because ultrasound is a very efficient tool for the non-invasive diagnosis and is free of side effects, other specialists (intensive care and emergency care physicians) are increasingly using this technique for specific needs. While we acknowledge that there is a value for focused cardiac ultrasound in patients in emergency care/intensive care units, we would like to stress that focused cardiac ultrasound does NOT replace an echocardiography performed by a cardiologist, and that in most cases a focused cardiac ultrasound should be followed by a comprehensive quantitative diagnostic echocardiogram performed by a cardiologist.
As regard with the running quality programme, the WG of Echocardiography SSC/SSK will maintain high standards for the transthoracic echocardiographic examination and will make efforts to let every cardiologist acquire and maintain optimal skill in the field of cardiac echocardiography.
